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(4) 
Ever since their baby sister came along, 

Alex has been forced to share a room 

with his little brother, Ethan, and it's a 

nightmare. Ethan always breaks stuff, 

snores like a walrus, and sticks crayons 

up his nose. No hardworking, well-

behaved, practically grown-up boy like 

Alex should have to put up with that!  
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Alex just has to convince his mom to let him 

have an iguana, so he puts his arguments in 

writing. He promises that she won't have to 

feed it or clean its cage or even see it if she 

doesn't want to. Of course Mom imagines life 

with a six-foot-long iguana eating them out of 

house and home. Alex's reassurances: ...And 

the lively, imaginative illustrations show their 

polar opposite dreams of life with an iguana.  
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Even little robots need their rest—and their 

parents tuck them in just like human mom-

mies and daddies do. It doesn’t matter if 

young bots slip on their pjs over power packs 

and enjoy batteries for their pre-sleep snack; 

just like children, they love bedtime stories, 

hugs, a cuddly toy, and lullabies. This charm-

ing picture book is perfect for winding kids 

(and robots) down for the night.  
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 (1) 
Come along and follow a year in the life of a 

young boy and girl as they discover their many 

different and ever-changing emotions, includ-

ing joy, fear, anger, jealousy, excitement, 

pride, disappointment, loneliness, and con-

tentment. As children read about “angels in 

the snow days” as well as “need my mommy 

now days,” they’ll begin to understand how to 

cope with both positive and negative feelings.  
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(5) Alex is not happy about being sent to his 

grandparents’ retirement community while 

his parents go on a fabulous vacation. What 

could be worse than tagging along to 

Grandma’s boring bridge game or enduring 

the sight of Grandpa’s dentures? But as the 

week goes on, Alex’s desperate emails to his 

parents turn into stories about ice cream 

before dinner and stickball with Grandpa.  
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(6) When someone smiles, who knows where it 

goes? Baby smiles at Mommy, Mom keeps it 

for a while . . . and then passes it on. As the 

smile begins its joyful journey—moving from 

a first-grade class to a soccer team, from 

Gran to a garbage man, even to a puppy—it 

spreads happiness throughout the communi-

ty, bringing everyone together. A sunny pic-

ture book guaranteed to make kids SMILE! .  
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